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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

The 2017-2018 school year is 
now fully underway.  This 
morning we held a Co-Curric-
ular Fair on Main Street for all 
students.  The fair, which will 
continue to run before school 
this week, provides our stu-
dents with an opportunity to 
interact with all of the clubs 
and their student leaders.  It 
is our hope that each student 
can find and connect with 
clubs which suit their inter-
ests.  Some of our co-curricular 
groups have already started 
this fall but it is not to late to 
sign up.  

MARK THESES
DATES

September 15&18
Student Photos

September 20th
School Committee

mtg 7 pm

September 25-26
DHS State Play 

Auditions

September 26-27
Senior Class Play

Auditions

October 2nd
DHS PTO 
mtg 7 pm

October 2-4
DHS Musical 

Auditions

October 4th
School committee

mtg 7 pm

This is a good time of year to take a moment to review the What to Expect: Time Commit-
ments of Academics, Co-Curriculars and Athletics document on the Duxbury High School 
Website.  This extremely useful document was recently prepared by the DHS School Council 
and provides students and parents a realistic guide for what the commitment is like for each 
of our courses, clubs and athletic teams.
I would like to thank all of the parents and students who have been faithfully following the 
traffic pattern on campus. Here are a few observations so far: 
• Overall, the daily traffic patterns have been consistent.  All of our busses are arriving on 

time and both Alden and St George Street have been relatively free of major backups.  
• Our students have been learning how to safely navigate the Steele lot after school.  I ask 

that all of the students who are either coming back to high school to lift or attend practice 
leave their cars in their assigned spaces across the street until after practice. Additionally, 
any student wishing to park near the track after school should wait until after the lot has 
emptied.

• We have begun to receive complaints that students are being dropped off and picked 
up before and after school on Lover’s Lane.  We have shared these complaints with the 
Duxbury Police Department and ask that no one drop off or pick up their students on 
Lover’s Lane.  

• The biggest traffic issue occurs in the afternoon between 2:40 and 2:55 PM in the student 
pick up line.  A few times this year, the line has extended onto Alden Street.  This has 
prevented the busses from being able to get into the campus and created backups on St. 
George St. and Railroad Ave.  Please make sure that you pull as far forward when you 
are waiting in this line and if you can wait until after 3:00 PM there will be almost no 
wait
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From the Guidance Office:
Follow us on Twitter - @DuxGuidance

Information for seniors: The Guidance website will be updated with all information regarding the college application 
process. Counselors will also be going into senior English classes on Thursday, September 28th and Friday, September 
29th to discuss this process in detail.  We will also post the information online.  Please be sure to make an appoint-
ment with your counselor should you have any questions.  
MEFA will be coming to present about financial aid on October 10th at 6:30pm in the Presentation Hall.  Senior par-
ents are encouraged to attend.  

College Visits: Once again this year, representatives from various admissions offices will visit DHS.  These visits will 
occur during the lunch block and students are welcome to stop by the tables, located on main st by the breadboard 
area, to speak with an admissions rep during their lunch period.  The list of visits is available in Naviance by going to 
the colleges tab.  It will also be available on the Guidance website.  Check back weekly as schools may change.
 
PSAT: This year the PSAT will be offered on Saturday, October 14, 2017.  Sophomores and Juniors are strongly encour-
aged to take this test.  Students will need to sign up in Guidance with the registration form and their $25 payment in 
cash or check.  The registration form, which can be found on the Guidance website beginning Friday, September 15th, 
is due by October 6th.  You do not need to register through Collegeboard to take this test.  Students who believe they 
have accommodations such as extra time etc should see their counselor to ensure they will have these accommoda-
tions for the test.

Communication with Guidance: Please note that counselors are busy meeting with students and families during the 
day.  Emails and phone calls will be returned within 24-48 hours.  We appreciate your patience as this is a very busy 
time in Guidance.   Remember that if it is an emergency please do not use email as this often is not checked until the 
end of the day.  If a student is having trouble getting an appointment with a counselor they should speak directly with 
that counselor so a time can be found.  

Upcoming Local Events: All students are encouraged to attend these local college fairs.  It is a great chance to meet 
with college reps and connect with potential schools.
1. Plymouth Public Schools Annual College Fair: Tuesday, October 17, 2017, 6:00-8:00 p.m. at Plymouth North-
High School.  Over 100 Colleges and Universities are expected to attend.
Upcoming ACT/SAT:
Oct 7 – SAT at DHS         Oct 14 – PSAT at DHS           Oct 28 – ACT at DHS       Nov 4 – SAT at DHS
Dec 2 – SAT at DHS         Dec 9 – ACT at DHS

From the DHS Health Office: What can you do to soothe a sore throat? Here are a few tips:
-Try hot tea with lemon or honey.                         -Keep your throat moist with lozenges or hard candies.

-Gargle with warm salt water or use ice chips.     
-Cool liquids or popsicles can numb the pain. Throat sprays and over the-counter pain relievers can help too. 

-Try to keep the air in your house from getting too try during the winter.         - A humidifier or vaporizer may help.
-If the sore throat persists for several days, its time to get it checked out.

Today is the first bi-weekly Aspen Portal Update. Each of these posting dates is marked on the Semester Planners 
(with a ‘P’), which can be found on the DHS Website in the ‘Hot Topics’ section.
The first “Coffee with the Principal” of the school year will be held on Wednesday, September 27, 2017  at 5:00pm in 
the DHS Library. Since being named Interim Principal I have been meeting with different community groups and 
boosters organizations to learn more about DHS.  My hope is to spend this first Coffee with the Principal learning 
more about DHS from the perspective of parents.  Additional questions that I have are: What is essential to the DHS 
experience for all students and what are things that must always be preserved at DHS?  I am very please that Dr. An-
tonucci, our new Superintendent, will be joining us as well.   

And finally on Wednesday of this week, School Council will meet for the first time at 5 PM in the library.  The agenda 
has been posted at town hall.



DHS Yearbooks are on sale now through September 29th.
$90 each for a book full of your very own priceless memories.
A limited number of books will be for sale in June.  Don’t miss out; PRE-ORDER your books today!  Orders must be 
placed online.           Go to www.duxbury.k12.ma.us/yearbook for details.

http://www.duxbury.k12.ma.us/yearbook


ACT/Adults Caring for Theatre
ACT is the parent’s booster group that supports the Drama Club and Thespian Troupe 355. If you are interested in find-
ing out more about how you can volunteer or join, please come to our next meeting on Monday, September 25th, 8pm at 
the DHS Breadboard. We need more folks to help plan and support the various fundraisers and events throughout the 
year- many hands will make light work! If you are interested in learning more about ACT, please contact Kate Wonkka, 
ACT Chair, kwonkka@outlook.com. 
Upcoming Events:
The annual Drama Family pizza party will take place on Wednesday October 11th, 6pm in the Breadboard. Parents and 
Students please come and learn more about the drama program, eat some pizza together, meet the ACT members and 
get a sneak preview of the Fall Festival shows. Tickets are $5/person. More info to come for signing up.
CALLING ALL ARTISTS!!: ACT needs a new logo and we need your help. We are hosting a logo contest to anyone in 
the school who would like to submit their design to ACT. The logo needs to include the text:  “Adults Caring for The-
atre” as well as “ACT”. Please submit electronically to kwonkka@outlook.com by Friday 9/29/17. There will be a $25 
cash prize for the winner!
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